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01 Executive Summary
In 2015 Balfron Community Council began
a community consultation in response to
widespread concerns over Balfron’s public
environment, in particular its street conditions,
traffic speeds, and transport provision.
The results of the consultation were published in August 2016
in the document A Space for Living, which identified a range of
problem areas in relation to transport, access and amenities, along
with ideas for possible solutions. This document builds on A Space
for Living to take the next steps in defining our aspirations for
Balfron.
Specifically, this document identifies a series of desirable
outcomes against which all proposed developments should be
assessed, and a first initiative, focused on Buchanan Street. Our
ambition is to ensure Balfron remains a fully engaged community
which works to enhance the health and wellbeing of all who live,
work and play within it.
We recognise that this will only happen over a period of time
and with the involvement and support of many parties. The
next steps are to engage with Stirling Council and other relevant
bodies to develop and implement a prioritised and funded
local action plan for Balfron that addresses the acute concerns
of the community,and provides a platform for the sustainable
development of Balfron into a high quality “Space for Living”.
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02 Past And Present
Legend has it that “Bail’-a-bhroin”, the ‘Village
of Mourning’, was named after the wolves that
descended from the hills to take the village
children. There is no evidence for this whatever,
but it makes for a great story!
In the 18th century the village
was transformed from a tranquil
backwater into a thriving
industrial community when
a cotton mill was built on the
banks of the Endrick River,
and Robert Dunmore built a
‘planned village’ stretching from
the Ballindalloch Bridge to the
Clachan. At its height, some
400 workers were employed
at the Mill. The legacy of the
Mill remains strong through
street names like Cotton Street,
Weaver’s Winnel, and Spinner
Street.

Balfron is also the birthplace
of the acclaimed architect
Alexander ‘Greek’ Thomson
(1817-1875), who was
responsible for many major
Glasgow landmarks, and left
his mark on the village with
the South Manse in Dunmore
Street. In the early 20th
century Balfron was home
to the pioneering Barnwell
brothers, Harold and Frank,
who used the village fields to
test their experimental flying
machines. Both went on to
have an innovative impact on
the emerging world of aircraft
design.
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Today Balfron is an expanding village located on the A875
approximately 18 miles west of Stirling and 12 miles north of
Milngavie. It is set in beautiful countryside on the outer edge
of the Loch Lomond National Park, with views across the River
Endrick to the Campsie Fells to the south, and to Ben Lomond
and the Trossachs to the north. Its population in the 2011 census
was just over 2000. With both Primary and High Schools, the
Fire Service, Police Station, Registry Office and Library, it is the
hub village for West Stirlingshire. It has a health centre, dentist,
chemists, petrol station and a bank. The Co-op, pubs, cafes, and
several shops supply most needs of both locals and visitors. It
has a wide range of community organisations and activities, and
hosts a number of annual events including the acclaimed Balfron
10k road race, and the Balfron Bash summer festival, held in
Donaldson Park.
Balfron consists of a mix of private housing and social rented
accommodation, and has a high percentage of car ownership.
Due to limited local employment opportunities, many residents
travel to work in Glasgow, Stirling or Edinburgh. Public transport
links are limited and declining.
The Space For Living initiative is led by Balfron Community
Council on behalf of the wider village community. Local
community groups that have been directly involved include
Balfron Heritage Group, Balfron Development Trust, Balfron in
Bloom, and Incredible Edibles Balfron.
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03 The issues today
The community consultation has revealed
significant shortcomings in relation to the road and
transport infrastructure in the village. Furthermore,
concerns have been raised about the poor design
and quality of the public environment in the village
and the negative impact this has on the quality
of life for local residents and on opportunities to
develop the village economically.
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The main issues raised during the
community consultation can be
summarised as follows:
1. Road Safety Issues

3. Walking and Cycling Issues

5. Access Issues

•

•

•

Poor access for those with impaired
mobility,

•

Concerns regarding the overall design
of the built environment in Balfron
and the lack of joined-up thinking in
developing the village infrastructure.

•

Access to the surrounding
countryside

•

•

Speeding, in particular at all four
entrance points to the village, on
Buchanan Street and along Dunmore
Street.
Lack of safe pedestrian crossings e.g.
at the Clachan or in the middle section
of Buchanan Street (near the Library or
near the McLintock Hall).
Increase in traffic volume/congestion
(e.g. at the Dunmore Street/Buchanan
Street junction or around the schools).

2. Parking Issues
•
•
•

The lack of sufficient capacity
The lack of effective
policing/enforcement
The impact of illegal and
dangerous parking.

•

•
•

Lack of safe, well maintained and
attractive paths
Lack of pavements in certain areas
and the poor state of repair of
some pavements in the village.
The lack of other infrastructure
such as bike parking
Need for more effective promotion
of existing paths

4. Public Transport Issues
•
•
•

Cost
Lack of services to a wider range
of destinations and the lack of
connections/poor timetabling
Poor quality of the buses

6. Amenities Issues
•
•
•

Lack of high quality play facilities
Littering and dog fouling
The availability of well maintained
and attractive public spaces
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The map shows the key locations in the village
that have been highlighted by local residents as
areas of particular concern. The map is colour
coded to indicate how frequently a location was
mentioned in the consultation.
1. Dunmore Street
“Speeding of vehicles and farm
tractors up and down is an accident
waiting to happen”

2. The Clachan
“ Cars whizz around corner and
pedestrians struggle to cross safely”

3. Buchanan Street North
“Junction at Bank, cars speed round
this corner making it dangerous for
pedestrians to cross or other cars to
come out of Cotton Street”

4. Buchanan Street South
“Parking close to the junction of
Buchanan St and Dunmore St can be
inconsiderate, especially as this is the
key junction used by the buses ”

5. Roman Road
“Speeding cars and tractors coming
into the village along Roman Road,
combined with the start of the new
Cala Development make it extremely
dangerous”
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6. Printer’s Row
“Persistent speeding both entering
and leaving the village. Lack of
effective traffic calming enforcement”

7. Hillhead Brae
“Cars parked too close to junctions,
e.g. foot of Hillhead Brae and
elsewhere thoughout the village”

8. The School
“Teachers cars parked on Roman
Road Bad driving and bad manners
from some parents dropping off and
collecting children”

9. Co-op Car Park
“There are a number of cars in the
Co-op car park that seem to be
permanently parked. Disabled bays
are regularly used by people with no
disabled badge”

10 Station Road
“Nearly every car entering the
village here trips the slow-down sign,
speeding! Needs effective calming
measures”

11. Banker’s Brae
“ Shocking road surface, no pavement
for much of its length and very dark
from overhanging trees. Also too
narrow for two-way traffic”

12. Spoker’s Loan
“Children travelling to school
frequently cross to use Spokers Loan,
the sighting and speed of traffic make
this area dangerous”

13. Spinner Street
“As I live in Spinner Street, it is often
difficult and dangerous to emerge (by
car) into Buchanan Street because of
cars parked on double yellow lines on
the right”

14. George Terrace
“Traffic speeds up in George Terrace”
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04 Aspirations for the future
A Space for Living –
A Community Vision for Balfron
Our ambition is to develop Balfron as a ‘space for
living’ – a space that is safe, green, accessible and
attractive, facilitates social interaction, respects
Balfron’s history as a rural village, supports economic
activity and promotes positive behavioural change
for the benefit of all residents and visitors to Balfron.

Key Considerations
1. Taking an Incremental, Long Term Approach.
We recognise that realising this vision is a long term
development and cannot be achieved quickly or
without sustained investment. Crucially, funding is
likely to be challenging and as such we envisage that
progress will be made incrementally.
2. Maintaining Focus on the ‘Big Picture’.
We are also clear that this requires a firm commitment
to developing solutions to individual problems that
are sympathetic to the broader context of the village.
Effective and sustainable solutions must not be
piecemeal, and crucially, they have to work towards
realising the overarching vision for the village rather
than address issues in isolation.
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3. Partnership Working.
In order to achieve our aspirations for Balfron we
are keen to work in partnership with Stirling Council
and other community planning partners to create
a comprehensive action plan for Balfron that can
provide strategic direction and cohesion to any
initiatives that are developed to address specific
issues in Balfron. We anticipate that this plan will
both meet the aspirations of the local community
and align with local and national government
policy aims.

Village Outcomes
Below are the desired outcomes against
which all proposed changes will be assessed.
Of course, not all changes will deliver all the
outcomes, but they can be used to assess to
what extent the change is aligned with the
community’s aspirations.
Any future change should:
•

•

•

•

•

improve public transport options. At a
minimum it should not make existing
provision worse.

•

improve the village’s public amenities,
delivering well maintained and attractive
public spaces

•

improve the environment and infrastructure
for pedestrians and cyclists, including
improved access to the countryside around
the village

improve the overall quality of the built
environment

•

anticipate future technological advances,
e.g. electric vehicles, driverless vehicles or
smart street lighting

provide improved access for those with
impaired mobility

•

be assessed holistically - any negative
impact elsewhere in the village or its
surrounding area should be minimised

provide a positive road safety impact,
specifically assessing the impact on the
speed or volume of vehicles in the village
and the impact on pedestrians
improve the village’s parking options, either
directly or indirectly. At a minimum it should
not make the situation worse
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05 The first initiative:
Buchanan Street

1

We have identified Buchanan Street as
the first initiative to develop Balfron as
a ‘Space for Living’. The map gives an
overview of the key locations included
in this.
2
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1. The Clachan

2. Co-op and car park

3. Library plaza

4. Dunmore Street junction

5. Printer’s Row and village entrance
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Many of the significant problems that have been
raised by the community are evident in Buchanan
Street as the main thoroughfare and heart of the
village. The following table details the outcomes
to be delivered through this initiative:
Location
The Clachan

Outcome
•
•
•
•

Reduced vehicle speeds – current traffic management measures are ineffective
Creation of safe pedestrian crossings providing a safe route to school
Improved visibility at junctions
Better walking and cycling infrastructure with links into surrounding path networks

Co-op and car park

•
•
•

Increased car parking capacity
More effective enforcement of car parking regulations and limitations
Improved walking and cycling infrastructure facilitating access to the shops by active
travel modes

Library plaza

•
•
•

Improved on street car parking facilities
Safe pedestrian crossings
Improved visual amenity and fit for purpose design of the public space

Dunmore Street junction

•
•
•
•

Better traffic flow at peak times in particular in relation to access to the bus depot in
Dunmore Street
Reduced vehicle speeds both in Buchanan Street and Dunmore Street
Reduction in illegal / dangerous parking
Creation of safe pedestrian crossings

•
•

Reduced vehicle speeds – current measures are ineffective
Safe and effective provision of car parking for local residents

Printer’s Row and village entrance
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Improvements to the design and function
of Buchanan Street that deliver on the
outcomes are expected to have benefits
that will radiate throughout the village and
provide a blueprint for further work in other
parts of Balfron.

06 Next steps
In this document we have described many
of the issues faced by the community.
We have outlined a set of principles and desired outcomes
that form a framework for developing solutions that are
appropriate, effective and in line with the community’s vision
for Balfron as a desirable and ambitious ‘Space for Living’.
However, we recognise that developing such solutions will
require additional expertise, know-how and capacity, in
particular, technical expertise in design and engineering. We
hope that on the basis of the information presented in this
document, we can work with external partners in the public,
private and third sector who can assist us in developing a
practical action plan, with a timescale, that addresses the
issues we have identified.

We would envisage the next steps to be:
• Engaging with external partners
• Identifying available resources
• Developing a planning brief and timeline
• Creating an action plan with detailed,
achievable and fully costed solutions
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Appendix 1: National and Local Policy Background
We recognise that the work required to address the issues and
concerns we have described in this document will need to be
taken forward in the context of national and local policy.
In terms of national guidance and policy, we will be guided by the
National Planning Framework (NPF3 - June 2014) and by Scottish
Planning Policy (SPP - June 2014). We will also be guided other
government policy and guidance as appropriate such as Creating
Places - A policy statement on Architecture and Place in Scotland
(June 2013) or Designing Streets (2010).
At the local level we will be guided by the Stirling Local
Development Plan including any appropriate supplementary
planning guidance, such as SG01 - Placemaking (Oct 2014). It
would be our aim to ensure that our plans fit in with the four main
themes of the Stirling LDP:
A. Placemaking and implementing the spatial strategy (includes
primary policies 1-3);
B. Climate change adaptation and mitigation (includes primary
policies 4-6);
C. Conservation of historic and natural heritage (includes primary
policies 7-9);
D. Managing and utilising local resources (includes primary
policies 10-15).
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