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The main issues raised during the community consultation in 2016:

1. Road Safety Issues

• Speeding, in particular at all 
four entrance points to the 
village, on Buchanan Street 
and along Dunmore Street.  

• Lack of safe pedestrian 
crossings e.g. at the Clachan 
or in the middle section of 
Buchanan Street (near the 
Library or near the  
McLintock Hall).

• Increase in traffic volume/
congestion (e.g. at the 
Dunmore Street/Buchanan 
Street junction or around the 
schools).

2. Parking Issues

• The lack of sufficient 
capacity.

• The lack of effective  
policing/enforcement.

• The impact of illegal and  
dangerous parking.

3. Walking and Cycling 
    Issues
• Lack of safe, well maintained 

and attractive paths. 

• Lack of pavements in certain 
areas and the poor state of 
repair of some pavements in 
the village. 

• The lack of other 
infrastructure such as bike 
parking. 

• Need for more effective 
promotion of existing paths.

4. Public Transport  
   Issues
• Cost. 

• Lack of services to a wider 
range of destinations and 
the lack of connections/poor 
timetabling. 

• Poor quality of the buses.

5. Access Issues

• Poor access for those with 
impaired mobility.

• Concerns regarding the 
overall design of the built 
environment in Balfron and 
the lack of joined-up thinking 
in developing the village 
infrastructure.

• Access to the surrounding 
countryside.

6. Amenities Issues

• Lack of high quality play 
facilities.

• Littering and dog fouling.

• The availability of well 
maintained and attractive 
public spaces.

Key locations in the village highlighted by local 
residents as areas of particular concern:

1. Dunmore Street
“Speeding of vehicles and farm 
tractors up and down is an accident 
waiting to happen”

2. The Clachan
“Cars whizz around corner and 
pedestrians struggle to cross safely”

3. Buchanan Street North
“Junction at Bank, cars speed round 
this corner making it dangerous for 
pedestrians to cross or other cars to 
come out of Cotton Street”

4. Buchanan Street South
“Parking close to the junction of 
Buchanan St and Dunmore St can be 
inconsiderate, especially as this is the 
key junction used by the buses ”

5. Roman Road
“Speeding cars and tractors coming 
into the village along Roman Road, 
combined with the start of the new 
Cala Development make it extremely 
dangerous”

6. Printer’s Row
“Persistent speeding both entering 
and leaving the village. Lack of 
effective traffic calming enforcement”

7. Hillhead Brae
“Cars parked too close to junctions, 
e.g. foot of Hillhead Brae and 
elsewhere thoughout the village”

8. The School
“Teachers cars parked on Roman Road 
Bad driving and bad manners from some 
parents dropping off and collecting 
children”

9. Co-op Car Park
“There are a number of cars in the Co-op 
car park that seem to be permanently 
parked. Disabled bays are regularly used 
by people with no disabled badge”

10 Station Road
“Nearly every car entering the village here 
trips the slow-down sign, speeding! Needs 
effective calming measures”

11. Banker’s Brae
“Shocking road surface, no pavement for 
much of its length and very dark from 
overhanging trees. Also too narrow for 
two-way traffic”

12. Spoker’s Loan
“Children travelling to school frequently 
cross to use Spokers Loan, the sighting and 
speed of traffic make this area dangerous”

13. Spinner Street
“As I live in Spinner Street, it is often 
difficult and dangerous to emerge (by 
car) into Buchanan Street because of cars 
parked on double yellow lines on the right”

14. George Terrace
“Traffic speeds up in George Terrace”

Any future change should:

• provide a positive road safety 
impact, specifically assessing the 
impact on the speed or volume  
of vehicles in the village and the  
impact on pedestrians.

• improve the village’s parking 
options, either directly or indirectly. 
As a minimum it should not make 
the situation worse.

• improve the environment and 
infrastructure for pedestrians  
and cyclists, including improved  
access to the countryside around  
the village.

• provide improved access 
for those with impaired 
mobility.

• improve public transport 
options. As a minimum it 
should not make existing 
provision worse.

• improve the village’s public 
amenities, delivering well 
maintained and attractive 
public spaces.

Village Outcomes 
These are the desired 
outcomes that all proposed 
changes should help to 
deliver for Balfron.

• improve the overall quality 
of the built environment.

• anticipate future 
technological advances, 
e.g. electric vehicles, 
driverless vehicles or smart 
street lighting.

• be assessed holistically 
- any negative impact 
elsewhere in the village or 
its surrounding area should 
be minimised.
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Buchanan Street | A Street for Living

Transforming Balfron

Balfron is located within a unique natural setting and is an incredible 
resource for the local area as it supports a number of shops and 
services. However its streetscape could be improved to unlock 
Balfron’s cultural potential and turn the village into an attractive, 
inclusive, active and forward-looking place to visit and live in.

Buchanan St | A Street for Living Aspirations

Buchanan Street is the Civic Spine of Balfron.

The “A Street for Living” proposals aim to defi ne a transformative 
strategy to turn Buchanan Street into a welcoming, lively and 
distinctive street. The four main focus areas are:

A - The Clachan | The Heritage Gateway
B - Buchanan St. North | The Heart of the Village
C - Buchanan St. South | The Civic Hub
D - Printers Row | The Greek Thomson Gateway 

The “A Street for Living” design principles have been developed to 
be in line with the “A Space for Living” Desired Outcomes which 
emerged through previous consultations in Balfron, as detailed in the 
table below:

A Space for Living
Desired Outcomes

Buchanan St | A Street for Living
Design Principles

Provide a positive
road safety impact

• Rationalising the street geometries to reduce
  tra�  c speed

• Changing road priority system

• Paving carriageway to reduce speed by visual
   perception

Improve the Village’s
parking options

• Providing various parking space geometry to suit
  street layout and desired tra�  c arrangement 

• Formalising parking spaces where illegal parking
  has emerged 

• Integrating parking within street geometry and
  planting when possible to lessen its visual impact

Improve pedestrian
& cyclist circulation

• Prioritising pedestrians and cyclists to promote
  active travel 

• Providing cycle parking

• Increasing number of pedestrian crossings 

• Creating additional signage in line with Balfron’s
  entrance totems

• Providing continuous pavement as much as
  possible 

Improve accessibility for
those with impaired mobility

• Improving existing crossing points with drop-kerb
  and tactile paving

• Widening pavement where possible

• De-cluttering to reduce obstructions

• Providing compliant accessible parking

Improve public transport options • Redesigning all bus shelters and associated
  signage and seating to match the design quality
  of Balfron’s existing entrance totems

• Relocating bus stops to allow for wider pavement
  at drop o�  / pick up areas where possible to
  enable easier access by all pedestrians

Improve the Village’s
public amenities

• Re-activating streetspaces, increasing the number
  of quality civic spaces and enhancing the sense of
  arrival in the village

• Developing a coherent use of quality materials
  that refl ect Balfron’s character

• Introducing sensitive soft-landscape (additional
  tree / shrub planting areas) along the street

Anticipate future technologies • Making provision for electric car and
  accommodating smart technologies (lighting...)

Adopt an holistic approach • Connecting Buchanan Street (the Civic Spine) to
  its surroundings

• Championing sustainability through durable
  management of green spaces and water

• Improving local biodiversity

• Creating new foot / cycle paths where possible
  to create a continuous, varied and generous
  active travel network in and around Buchanan St.
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A - The Clachan | The Heritage Gateway

Existing Possible Solution: Transforming The Clachan into a distinctive, 
welcoming and safer gateway to the Heart of the Village and Donaldson Park.

Existing Cons

• Road safety / speeding issues
• Poor pedestrian provision generally: narrow  
   footpaths, unsafe entrance to Donaldson Park... etc.
• Existing crossing point could be improved: missing 
   tactile paving, no zebra crossing marking 
• Poor quality streetscape setting around heritage 
   features 
• No sense of arrival into Balfron 
• No wayfi nding
• Poor quality streetscape generally

Proposal DescriptionExisting Pros

• High quality green setting with many mature trees 
   and heritage / listed features (Clachan Oak, Parish  
   Church, Fountain, Memorial...) contributing to the 
   unique character of The Clachan
• Proximity to Donaldson Park

Existing photo Proposed concept sketch

Proposed concept plan

What Others Have Done 

A Space for Living
Desired Outcomes

How does The Clachan Proposal
address the Desired Outcomes?

Provide a positive
road safety impact

• Rationalised road priority and geometry to reduce traffi  c speed
• Enhanced line of sight

Improve the Village’s
parking options

• Existing informal car parking area adjacent to Donaldson Park 
   rationalised to accommodate 29 spaces

Improve pedestrian
& cyclist circulation

• Widened footpaths generally
• Improved pedestrian routes
• Improved wayfi nding
• Provision for cycle parking at the new Clachan Plaza
• Pedestrian priority area created around Donaldson Park main 
   entrance

Improve accessibility for
those with impaired mobility

• Improved existing crossing points with drop kerbs and tactile paving

Improve public transport options • Potential scope to install a bus sign on Kepculloch Road to indicate a 
   bus stop that would serve both directions

Improve the Village’s
public amenities

• General upgrade of the streetscape quality to be commensurate with 
   the conservation area status, with high quality surfacing materials  
   and new planting.
• Creation of a Plaza in front of the Church and the Clachan Oak with a 
   continuous treatment binding the heritage elements together

Anticipate future technologies • Electric car charging points can be provided within Donaldson Park 
   Car Park

Adopt an holistic approach • No anticipated negative impacts elsewhere in the village
• The Clachan proposal also looks at improving paths within 
   Donaldson Park and provides better connections from the schools to 
   the park.
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Note: All proposals are indicative and 
would need to be further discussed with 
landowners and relevant stakeholders.
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A Space for Living
Desired Outcomes

How does the Buchanan St North Proposal
address the Desired Outcomes?

Provide a positive
road safety impact

• Rationalised road priority and geometry to reduce traffi  c speed

Improve the Village’s
parking options

• Slight increase in the number of parking spaces at the Co-op Car Park 
  (40 spaces) + provision for 3 compliant accessible parking spaces
• Potential development (to be defi ned) and additional car parking 
   area at the Depot (approx. 74 spaces)

Improve pedestrians
& cyclists circulation

• Widened footpaths generally
• Improved wayfi nding
• Increased number of pedestrian crossings
• Creation of defi ned pedestrian routes through the Co-op Car Park
• Vehicular / Service entrance to Co-op Car Park relocated to the rear 
   to create a continuous and safe  pavement along the western side of 
   the street encouraging active travel 
• Provision for cycle parking at the new Tontine Plaza

Improve accessibility for
those with impaired mobility

• Provision for additional crossing points
• Widened pavement generally 
• Provision for compliant accessible parking spaces

Improve public transport options • Provision for improved bus shelters with seating / waiting areas

Improve the Village’s
public amenities

• Creation of a generous civic open space, in lieu of the current 
   Tontine Corner, associated with a feature soft embankment / 
   amphitheatre space built into the existing slope
• Part of the amphitheatre would be orientated to face the hills and 
   allow locals and visitors to enjoy this natural spectacle
• The new Tontine Plaza would create a space for gathering and for 
   markets to promote Balfron as a ‘Fair Trade / Sustainable Village’ 
• All existing pavement areas as well as the Tontine Plaza will be 
   resurfaced with high quality paving to create a sense of cohesion 
   and quality and to enhance the sense of arrival into Balfron’s heart

Anticipate future technologies • Electric car charging points can be provided both within the Co-op 
   and the potential Depot Car Parks.

Adopt an holistic approach • No anticipated negative impact elsewhere in the village
• The Buchanan St North proposal also looks at creating a new 
   pedestrian connection from Buchanan St (the Civic Spine) to 
   Balfron’s Green Spine

B - Buchanan St. North | The Heart of the Village

Existing photo Proposed concept sketch

What Others Have Done 
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Hillhead Brae

Existing Cons

• No sense of arrival into the Heart of the Village 
• Lack of a civic square / plaza
• Poor quality streetscape treatment generally
• Not suffi  cient space to sit
• The use of the Depot site could be optimised 
• The Co-op car park could be reorganised and the 
   disabled bays are currently not compliant
• No connection to Balfron’s Green Spine
• Poor wayfi nding

Existing Pros

• Dense cluster of retail / services
• Tontine Corner and sloping embankment provide a 
   lush green backdrop to Buchanan St North
• Incredible views towards the Hills
• One safe pedestrian crossing
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Co-op Car Park
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New Tontine Plaza
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New Stepped Embankment / Amphitheatre

New Path connecting Buchanan St. (Civic Spine) 
to Balfron’s Green Spine

Potential New Development at the Depot

Existing Road

Existing Pavement / Footpath

Existing Green / Open Spaces

Proposed Soft Space

Proposed Pavement / Pedestrian Priority Area

Proposed Road

Note: All proposals are indicative and 
would need to be further discussed with 
landowners and relevant stakeholders.

Existing Possible Solution: Transforming Buchanan St North into a generous 
gathering space with reduced tra�  c speed, improved footpaths and a new plaza.

Proposed concept planExisting plan

Proposal Description



C - Buchanan St. South | The Civic Hub

Existing Possible Solution: Transforming Buchanan St South into a lively civic 
hub with a new Library Plaza, rationalised parking and improved pedestrian links.

Existing Cons

• Crossing point could be improved: missing tactile 
   paving, no zebra crossing marking... 
• No connection between the Library Plaza and the 
   small seating space across the road
• No wayfi nding
• Poor quality streetscape
• No sense of arrival onto the main street
• Poor quality bus shelters

Existing Pros

• Cluster of services (Library, Clinic, Registrar Offi  ce...) 
   as well as shops, cafes...
• Suitable number of crossings 
• Suitable paving width generally

Existing photo Proposed concept sketch

Existing plan Proposed concept plan

What Others Have Done 
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A Space for Living
Desired Outcomes

How does The Buchanan St South Proposal
address the Desired Outcomes?

Provide a positive
road safety impact

• Rationalised road priority and geometry to reduce traffi  c speed

Improve the Village’s
parking options

• Reconfi guration of car parking area in front of the library (chevron 
   parking)

Improve pedestrian
& cyclist circulation

• Increased number of pedestrian crossings and Improved existing 
   crossings with drop kerbs and tactile paving
• Cycle parking provided at the Library and Registry Offi  ce
• General de-cluttering of the pavement to enable ease of movement 
   and access

Improve accessibility for
those with impaired mobility

• Improved existing crossing points with drop kerbs and tactile paving

Improve public transport options • Provision for improved bus shelters with seating / waiting areas

Improve the Village’s
public amenities

• Increased Library Plaza space with generous seating where outdoor 
   readings or other related activities could be organised to create a 
   micro “Events Plaza” to the south of Buchanan St
•  Creation of a pedestrian priority area to provide a sense of 
    continuity between the Library Plaza existing seating space across 
    the road
•  Quality streetscape treatment 

Anticipate future technologies • Electric car charging points can be provided in front of the 
   Library

Adopt an holistic approach • The car parking provision would be slightly reduced at this end of 
   the street but would be counter-balanced by the potential new car 
   parking area at the Depot
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Note: All proposals are indicative and 
would need to be further discussed with 
landowners and relevant stakeholders.

Proposal Description



D - Printers Row | The Greek Thomson Gateway

Existing Possible Solution: Transforming Printers Row into a welcoming gateway to 
the Greek Thomson Path and the Endrick Water with improved bus and parking provision.

Cons

• Road safety issues related to speeding and the 
  dangerous ‘informal / illegal’ parking on the side of 
  the road
• No pedestrian crossing points
• Very narrow, discontinuous footpaths
• No sense of arrival
• Poor wayfi nding
• No car parking provision for visitors

Pros

• Existing ‘Greek’ Thomson Path
• Potential for Printers Row to become Balfron’s 
   gateway to the countryside 
• The current bus stop is adjacent to the entrance to 
   the path

Existing photo

What Others Have Done 
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Printers Row

‘Greek’ Thomson Path

Existing Bus Stop

New Bus / Information Shelter 

Soft Embankment

New retaining wall with balustrade

New Bus Stop

New formalised parking bays

Existing Road

Existing Pavement / Footpath

Existing Green / Open Spaces

Proposed Pavement / Pedestrian Priority Area

Proposed Road

A Space for Living
Desired Outcomes

How does the Printers Row Proposal
address the Desired Outcomes?

Provide a positive
road safety impact

• Rationalised road priority and geometry to reduce traffi  c speed
• Soft measures to decrease vehicle speed (narrowing of carriageway 
   locally)

Improve the Village’s
parking options

• Formalised parking spaces which would address the dangerous  
   ‘informal / illegal’ parking on the side of the road

Improve pedestrian
& cyclist circulation

• Widened footpaths generally
• New crossing points 
• Improved wayfi nding
• Provision for cycle parking

Improve accessibility for
those with impaired mobility

• Provision for safe crossing points

Improve public transport options • Provision for improved bus shelters with seating, waiting and 
   interpretation + orientation area

Improve the Village’s
public amenities

• Better access to Balfron’s surrounding countryside

Anticipate future technologies • Potential integration of smart lighting 

Adopt an holistic approach • No anticipated negative impacts elsewhere in the village
• The Printers Row proposal is also looking at a potential “edge of 
   village” integrated green parking area near the Endrick Bridge to 
   provide su�  cient provision for locals and visitors to park. This would 
   promote Balfron as an active visitor destination with an outdoor 
   visitor centre
• A potential increase of the rural path / cycle network in and around 
   Balfron would need to be looked at in tandem with this proposal

Note: All proposals are indicative and 
would need to be further discussed with 
landowners and relevant stakeholders.

Proposed concept sketch

Existing plan Proposed concept plan

Proposal Description



A Street for Living | Have your say!

Next Steps

Further to this consultation event, the proposals will be collated into a report 
to help your Community Council apply for funding.

The anticipated next steps will be:

• Analysing feedback received on May 12th

• Putting together outline cost information for each proposal (underway)

• Defi ning delivery plan - short, medium and long term - including funding
      opportunities (underway)

• Creating business cases to match

• Reviewing and confi rming statutory consents: traffi  c regulation order,
      section 56, planning...etc

• Applying for funding for specifi c business cases

• Appointing design and delivery team accordingly

• Getting confi rmation of land ownership & undertaking required surveys
     (utilities…) + additional stakeholder / community engagement

• Developing and delivering designs

Have your say!

Let us know what you think about the “A Street for Living” proposals by using 
the comment sheets. Your feedback is very valuable and will help inform the 
fi nalised proposals. You can return your completed feedback sheet to us at 
the exhibition today or return it after May 12th to Balfron Library if that is 
more convenient. 

If you wish to get involved in any aspect of the “A Space for Living” project, 
please fi ll out a Pledge Card. 

Balfron Community Council would like to thank

and all the volunteers who have made this possible.

A - The Clachan: Transforming The Clachan into a distinctive, welcoming and safer gateway to the Heart of the Village and Donaldson Park.

B - Buchanan St. North: Transforming Buchanan St North into a 
generous gathering space with reduced tra�  c speed, improved footpaths and a new plaza.

D - Printers Row: Transforming Printers Row into a welcoming gateway to the 
Greek Thomson Heritage Path and the Endrick Water with improved bus and parking provision. 

C - Buchanan St. South: Transforming Buchanan St South into a lively 
civic hub with a new Library Plaza, rationalised parking and improved pedestrian links.
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