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A SPACE FOR LIVING – ACTIVE PLACES 

 
In 2015 Balfron Community Council began a series of community consultations in response to 
widespread concerns over Balfron’s public environment, in particular its street conditions, traffic 
speeds and transport provision.  In partnership with Stirling Council, planning and transport 
consultants Austin-Smith:Lord were appointed at the start of 2018 to analyse and evaluate the 
current situation across the village.   Their draft proposals were presented for consultation at, and 
for a period after, an extremely well-attended Street Event held in Buchanan Street in May.   A wide 
range of views were collated, and a full report published in July. 
 
In the following months Stirling Council, on behalf of Balfron Community Council, submitted an 
application to Sustrans’ Community Links programme, and in November 2018 we were awarded 
£250,000 to enable the next stage of the project to get under way. 
 
(Lesley to draft next stage plans plus calendar of events and details of communication tools) 
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In 2015 Balfron Community Council began a series of community consultations in response to 
widespread concerns over Balfron’s public environment, in particular its street conditions, traffic 
speeds and transport provision.  In partnership with Stirling Council, landscape architects Austin-
Smith:Lord, supported by traffic and transport planners TPL, were appointed in 2017 to analyse and 
evaluate the current situation across the village. Their draft proposals were presented for consultation 
at an extremely well-attended Street Event held in Buchanan Street in May. A wide range of views were 
collated, and a full report published in July 2018.

In the following months Stirling Council, on behalf of Balfron Community Council, submitted an 
application to Sustrans’ Community Links programme, and in November 2018 we were awarded 
£250,000 which will enable the ideas generated in 2018 to be progressed, and support the development 
of designs to create a safe network of walking and cycling routes within Balfron. 

The Balfron: Active Places project will be carried out in two stages:
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Part 1 of the project will focus on the whole of the village to develop an Active Travel Plan, 
using a community led approach to look at what should go where and why, in order to 
create a better environment and encourage active travel within the community. The plan will 
address issues such as road junctions, safe road crossings, continuous usable footways, safe 
cycleways, circular routes and connections to the wider area and existing path networks. 
The outcome of Part 1 will be a document including concept design proposals that can be 
referred to and utilised by all involved in the future development and maintenance of the 
village. 

PART 1

PROJECT MAP KEY

Project Part 1: Area to be 
focussed on to develop 
an Active Travel Plan for 
the whole village between 
February and May 2019. 

Project Part 2: These areas 
were previously focussed 
on as part of the 2018 
project “Balfron: A Space 
for Living”. Between April 
and August 2019, the 
concept design proposals 
for these areas will be 
further developed to 
become detailed design 
proposals.

(Continued overleaf)



KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Launch of online community consultation website; https://
balfronactiveplacesmap.commonplace.is/ This will help us to obtain 
information on the issues the community encounters in relation to active 
travel (walking, cycling, wheeling, running) around the village. 

Community Event and continued use of the community consultation 
website to present and obtain feedback on the developing concept designs 
for Part 1 of the project. 

Community Event and continued use of the community consultation 
website to present and obtain feedback on the developing detailed designs 
relating to Part 2 of the project. 

WEEK COMMENCING 
MONDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 

WEEK COMMENCING 
MONDAY 29TH APRIL 

WEEK COMMENCING 
MONDAY 10TH JUNE

As well as holding public events in Balfron to display and discuss the proposals, the project will have an 
online engagement website which will allow the community to easily get involved, whenever they have 
time. 

The interactive website will be launched week commencing 25th February;

https://balfronactiveplacesmap.commonplace.is/
It is very simple to leave comments and review proposed ideas. The website will be updated as the 
project progresses. Please get involved and encourage other members of the community to also get 
involved.  The project email address is: balfronactiveplaces@gmail.com if you have any queries. 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED 

Concept sketches from the previous work produced in 2018. These indicate the proposals that will be progressed further in Part 2 of this project.

Part 2 of the project will focus on the further development of the six streetscape proposal 
areas which were identified as part of the Balfron ‘ A Space for Living’ project undertaken by 
Balfron Community Council from October 2017 to July 2018. 

The six locations which will be developed to detailed design stage are; The Clachan, 
Buchanan Street North, Buchanan Street South, Printers Row, Station Road and Dunmore 
Street Roundabout. 

These detailed proposals will address elements such as: widths of footways and carriageways, 
improved provision for cycle parking, improved crossing points with drop kerbs and tactile 
paving, improved signage, rationalisation of existing car parking, general upgrade of the 
streetscape with higher quality surfacing materials where possible. The proposals will create 
an improved public realm in Balfron to facilitate active travel and discourage avoidable car 
use. 

PART 2



Donaldson Playpark :

After almost 3 years of consultation and negotiation the 
new playpark equipment was installed during the summer 
and officially opened in September 2018.  Our thanks go to 
Stirling Council’s excellent Land Services team for their quick 
response when a fallen tree damaged the cableway during 
October’s storm.

War Memorial Restoration :

After establishing that the War Memorial required substantial 
refurbishment, plans were put in place to repair the 
Memorial to as close to its original condition as possible.   
A crowdfunding site was set up and collections made 
throughout the village, allowing residents to show their 
generosity.  This was enhanced through a number of grants 
to ensure that we raised the £15,000 required.  Restoration 
specialists Graciella Ainsworth and local stonemason Callum 
Gray undertook the much needed restoration, which has 
been well received by all.   The Memorial was rededicated at 
the Remembrance Service in November. 

And a huge thank you to Elspeth Bennie, our local artist 
blacksmith who designed and built the lovely new entrance 
gate to the park.

BALFRON COMMUNITY NEWS

John McLintock Hall Trust :

The Hall is owned and run by local people under a Trust 
established in the 1920’s to build a hall “for the use of all”.  It’s 
a vital part of the life of the village, and they are looking for 
new Trustees who have an interest in the continuing success 
of the hall, particularly with any financial or bookkeeping 
experience.  If you can help please contact The Secretary, 
Dorothy Simpson, on 07969 765633, email: akmsimpson@
yahoo.co.uk

Balfron in Bloom :

The Community Council continues to support Balfron in 
Bloom who work tirelessly to improve the environment of 
the village.   They do need some extra hands, however.   If 
you feel you might be interested in helping, please contact 
Janet Rutherford on 01360 449214.  Sadly, after three years 
of energetic and imaginative work, Incredible Edibles Balfron 
has come to an end.  Thanks in particular to Susan Nisbet and 
Andrea Gabriel for their commitment – if anyone would like 
to pick up the mantle, please contact the Community Council.

Balfron 10k :

A date for your diary: this year’s ever-popular Balfron 10k 
will be held on Sunday 12th May.  Even if you can’t run it 
then turn out and give the runners a big cheer.  Or why 
not consider being a marshal for the day?  Contact robert@
balfron10k.org.uk if you would like to volunteer.



BALFRON 
COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

More information about the 
above, together with Minutes 
of our monthly meetings and 
links to relevant planning 
applications, are available for 
all to read on our website: 
www.balfroncc.org.uk. We 
meet on the first Thursday of 
the month, 7:30pm at Balfron 
High School, and details of 
this year’s meetings are also 
available on the website. All 
are welcome to attend.

You can contact Balfron 
Community Council by email 
hello@balfroncc.org.uk or 
through Facebook @balfroncc.

Sustainable transport :

Through the efforts of our vice-chair, Fraser Allan, a £55,000 
Transport Scotland grant has been awarded for electric 
vehicle charging points to be installed in Balfron.  The siting 
for the charging points is still being discussed.   Anyone 
interested in pursuing car club and e-bike schemes for the 
village should contact the Community Council. 

Balfron Lunch Club :

This meets every Thursday in Balfron Church Hall, run by the 
indominatable Rae Wilson and her team of volunteers.  Rae 
has also started a new group called Tea and Tunes, which 
meets on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month, 
2-4pm in Strathendrick Care home.  The purpose of the group 
is to enjoy singing older songs for an hour then have a cup 
of tea and chat. It is a dementia-friendly group and is already 
proving to be popular.  To help out with either group, please 
contact Rae on 01360 440103.

The Dunmore Street Phone Box :

We are now the proud owners of the red phone box in 
Dunmore Street.   We need some practical ideas as to how to 
best transform this piece of Balfron’s heritage from its current 
sad state.  All constructive suggestions to hello@balfroncc.
org.uk.

Neighbourhood of Care Community Reference Group :

Neighbourhood of Care is a pilot project in our area to bring 
all agencies relating to local health and social care into one 
multi-skilled group, and it will be based above the Buchlyvie 
Surgery.   Balfron Community Council is represented on the 
group, set up to discuss issues relating to the development 
of Neighbourhood of Care.  These have included the need 
for Dementia Friendly communities; the role of the Stirling 
Carers’ Centre; and Community Pharmacy initiatives.  If 
you are interested in getting involved, please contact the 
Community Council.

IN OTHER NEWS 

Balfron Pathways :

Balfron has had a paths group since 1999 as part of Balfron 
Community Futures Development Trust. The Trust has 
recently changed to a new body called Balfron Pathways. This 
is a charity in its own right and can apply for grant funding to 
help maintain and develop our network of local paths.  You 
are welcome to our meetings and/or help out with our work 
parties.  For further information please contact Mrs Vivien 
Casteel 01360 440467 or email  balfron.pathways@gmail.com. 

Community Resilience Plan :

A Community Resilience Plan has been developed to share 
information about dealing with disruptive events affecting the 
village, such as last year’s severe winter weather.  A Facebook 
page @balfronresilience has been created to update residents 
when such plans have to be put into effect. Links are also 
available on the Community Council website. 


