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MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 4 APRIL 2019 IN McLINTOCK HALL 

DRAFT MINUTES 

 

Present:  Colin Cameron (chair), Alison Lamont Chalmers, Carsten Mandt (minutes), David 

McGowan, Bill Noblett, Luci Rooney, Christine Wilson, Robert Young  

 

In Attendance:  Minnie Brown, Angela Cameron (RSHA), Viv Casteel, Laura Curtis, Angela Dewar, 

Frances Dewar, Councillor Graham Lambie (Stirling Council), Malcolm McCormick (Loch Lomond 

Fisheries Trust), Robert Murphy MBE, Janet Rutherford, Allan Simpson. 

 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Apologies were received from Fraser Allan, Jim Burns, Pam Campbell (Stirling Council), Laura Elder 

and John Nicholson. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

No interest to declare. 

 

3.  Minutes of Previous meeting 7 March 2018 

Subject to two corrections, Bill Noblett proposed the minutes as an accurate record, seconded by 

Alison Lamont Chalmers. 

 

4. Matters Arising 

4.1. Bus contracts: Cllr Lambie advised that David Hopper was the lead officer at Stirling Council 

to contact about further information on the bus tendering process.  

4.2. Dog Fouling: Bellrock confirmed signs would be put up regarding dog fouling in school 

grounds. 

4.3. You Decide Funding: Stirling Council funding for community priorities was available. All 

applications had to be submitted by 14 April. 

 

5. Police Report   

BCC noted a written Police report. The trial of a Police surgery on Mon 29 April, 7-8pm at the High 

School was highlighted.  

 

6. Loch Lomond Fisheries Trust 

The Fisheries Trust has plans to tackle non-native invasive species in the Endrick and Blane Valleys 

and is applying for Scottish Natural Heritage funding to address the issue. This would provide 

funding for 2 years but there is a need to consider long term management plans as well.  The focus 

of the project is the removal of American skunk cabbage, giant hogweed and Japanese knotweed. 

Malcolm McCormick asked for help from local residents to point out locations where invasive 

species grow, including along the tributaries to the Endrick, as plants could re-seed if not tackled 
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upstream. Information about the plants and a map of known locations will be made available on the 

BCC website. 

 

BCC agreed to issue a letter of support for the funding bid on behalf of BCC, Balfron Pathways and 

Balfron in Bloom.  

 

Malcolm McCormick also offered assistance from the Fisheries Trust with any litter clean-up work 

along the river banks.  

 

7. RHSA Allocation Policy 

Angela Cameron gave an overview of the revised Rural Stirling Housing Association allocations 

policy. She explained the legal framework for the allocations policy and highlighted changes from 

the previous version.  

 

8. Councillor’s Report 

Councillor Lambie provided a report to BCC, highlighting: 

 The Stirling Council budget settlement, including an agreed 4% rise in council tax 

 The £4.6m road improvement and modernisation programme 

 Progress with existing roads maintenance and improvement works 

 A range of local issues in the Balfron area relating to bus service provision, parking and 

planning matters that had previously been raised by BCC. 

 

9. Treasurer Report 

Bill Noblett reported that there had been no financial transactions in the previous month. The 

financial report for 2018/19 was now completed and would be circulated to BCC members shortly. 

 

10. Planning Report 

No planning matters to report. 

 

11. Subgroups and Projects 

Space for Living:  A community consultation event was held on Tuesday 2 April to get feedback on 

proposals for the Clachan and Printer’s Row. Sustrans funding has been awarded to the project for 

the design phase but Sustrans funding timescales have recently been brought forward, which 

necessitates rescheduling of design works. This means that design plans for the Clachan and 

Printer’s Row have been moved forward, ahead of the planned work on the wider village. 

Construction requires match funding and Stirling Council have committed to contribute to this.  A 

funding bid is due to be submitted in late April. The information presented at the consultation 

meeting is also available on the Balfron Active Places website for further community feedback: 

https://balfronactiveplacesproposals.commonplace.is. Colin stressed that comments from the 

community on the proposed designs will be taken seriously and taken into account in the final 

proposals to Stirling Council and Sustrans. 

 

Donaldson Park:  Bill Noblett mentioned that the Trust were awaiting more tenders for the 

landscaping work.  

https://balfronactiveplacesproposals.commonplace.is/
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12. Chair’s Report 

All matters had already been discussed under previous agenda items. 

 

 

13. Residents Forum 

Janet Rutherford pointed out that there had been no response yet from Stirling Council about the 

agreed Tontine corner landscaping works.  

She also mentioned the upcoming Balfron in Bloom Coffee Morning on 4 May, 10am-12noon at the 

McLintock Hall.  

 

14. Any Other Business 

First Bus advised that a new weekly ticket for £25 was now available on all B10 and B12 services. 

 

15.  Date of next meeting 

Thursday 2 May 2019, 7.30pm, Balfron High School. 
  


