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Community 
Council: Forth and Endrick, Balfron Community Council 

 
 

Reporting 
Period: 

April 2020 - Compiled by PC Steven Graham    

 

Ward Plan 
Priorities 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Antisocial Behaviour  
 
2 calls were received about a noisy house in Hillhead Brae, Balfron. Police attended 
and all was quiet on their arrival however occupier made aware of the complaint and 
no further calls were received.  
 
Due to the Corona Virus there is some emphasis to assist in making people more 
aware and enforcement if required of the new powers.   
 
As a result of this a call was received about youths congregating in Balfron High 
School. Police attended and the group dispersed on arrival.  
 
 
Road Safety 
 
A vehicle came off the road in Station Road, Balfron. No injuries were sustained and the owner 
of the car and farmer exchanged details as there was minor damage to a hedge.  
 
One male was arrested for drunk driving in Balfron.  
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Theft 
 
Between 20

th
 and 21

st
 March a house was broken into and a vehicle was stolen from a house in 

Moor Rd, Balfron. Enquiries are still continuing however if anyone has any information then 
please contact Police.  
 
  
All incidents in relation to suspicious persons or vehicles are welcomed and Police have and 
will attend to all these incidents immediately.  We urge people to remain vigilant and report 
anything suspicious.   
 
Look out for your neighbours!!  On many occasions housebreakers are immediately 
apprehended due to a neighbour acting quickly in relation to something they may have 
witnessed from their address.  There is no issue if anyone contacts Police and it turns out to be 
a false alarm.  Also, if you do see a crime being committed, contact us on 999, it is quicker than 
the 101.   
As the evenings are darker earlier at this time of year please consider the following:  
 
•    Use timer switches on lights and radios to make it look as if your home is occupied.  
•     Ensure all doors and windows are secure when you leave and when you go to bed.  
•      If possible use secure lighting at the front and back of your property.  
•     Make sure all garden tools and ladders are locked away when not being used. Don’t give 
the     thieves the tools to break into your house.  
•     Use a good quality lock on any garden sheds and outhouses.  
•     Make a note of all makes, models and serial numbers of expensive items in your home. 
•      If your house is fitted with an alarm then please use it. This is a good deterrent should 
thieves manage to force entry to your house.  
•      create a FREE and secure inventory of all your personal property at www.immobilise.com  
•     If you note anything suspicious in your neighbourhood report it on 101. 
 
There are guides on the Police Scotland website giving other ideas to protect property in rural 
areas:   
 
https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/home-and-personal-property/rural-crime 
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SHEEP WORRYING 
 
This time of year presents the problem of sheep worrying. It is an offence to allow a dog to 
worry sheep. “Worrying” includes attacking or chasing sheep and, in some circumstances, 
farmers are legally entitled to shoot dogs if they are endangering their sheep. Find out more 
below in the ‘Staying legal’ sections below. It is vital that you keep your dog on the lead 
around livestock, even if you can usually trust it to come to call. If you live in or near a farming 
area, you must make sure that your dog cannot escape from your property, as it may find its 
way onto land containing sheep 
 
If a dog worries sheep on agricultural land, the person in charge of the dog is guilty of an 
offence. The Act considers sheep worrying to include attacking sheep, chasing them in a way 
that may cause injury suffering, abortion or loss of produce or being at large (not on a lead or 
otherwise under close control) in a field or enclosure in which there are sheep.  
 
The Scottish Outdoor Access Code 
 
The Scottish Outdoor Access Code (SOAC) offers guidance for people enjoying the 
countryside with their dogs and says: “In exercising access rights, you must keep your dog(s) 
under proper control. You must also ensure that your dog does not worry livestock.” 
 
The Scottish Outdoor Access Code says ‘proper control’ means different things in different 
situations, but when around sheep you should:- 
 
•Not take your dog into a field where there are lambs. Go into a neighbouring field or onto 
adjacent land. In open country, keep your dog on a short lead (2 metres or shorter) when 
there are lambs around and keep away from them. 
 
•Keep your dog on a short lead or under close control if you need to go into a field where 
there are sheep. The SOAC defines ‘under close control’ as close at heel and responsive to 
your commands. Stay distant from the sheep. 
 
•Keep your dog under close control in more open country where there are sheep and stay 
away from them. 
 
•The SOAC reminds dog owners that in some cases a farmer has the right to shoot a dog 
that is attacking their livestock. 
 
•If you are handling a group of dogs, make sure that they do not cause alarm to livestock. 
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Fraud 
 
Fraudsters can make contact with you by phone. The caller might pretend to be from your 
bank and ask for personal information such as bank details or they might be someone offering 
you a deal or a prize. Recently calls have been made by persons purporting to be from HMRC 
stating that there was a warrant out for the receiver of the call and was asked to contact the 
number that was given. This is clearly a false call so please heed the below advise: 
 
•Consider making your phone number ex-directory.  
 
•Don’t give out any personal information unless you are the one who made the call and you 
are certain of the identity of the person you are speaking to.  
 
•Don’t give out your credit card or bank card details to strangers on the telephone.  
 
•NEVER tell somebody your bank PIN number, even if they claim to be the bank or police. If 
the caller is genuine they will never ask for this information.  
 
•Don’t give out information which may infer that you live alone, are older or vulnerable.  
 
•Never send money to anyone who claims to have a prize for you.  
•If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.  
 
•Contact local trading standards – they may be able to use approved ‘call blocking’ 
technology. 
 
 
Public Consultation 
 
Police Scotland is asking the public for their views on how to serve our communities in the 
future. This is on the Police Scotland website and the link to the survey is found below: 
 
https://consult.scotland.police.uk/consultation/policingforscotland/ 
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Other 
Incidents / 
Activity of 
note 

 
 
Community Engagement and Reassurance 
 
It is important to you to have community officers who you know, who are accessible and who 
address local problems. 
 
PC Steven Graham and PC Gary Martin are the Ward Officers for the Forth and Endrick area.  
They are based at Balfron Police Office and can be contacted at the office, on 101, or at 
ForthEndrickCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk. It is recommended that this email address is used 
by the local community for email contact.  
 
Please remember that we regularly publish useful information and updates on social media, 
including appeals for information, updates about road closures and crime prevention advice. 
Our Facebook and Twitter pages can be found at  
 
www.facebook.com/forthvalleypolicedivision  www.facebook.com/policescotland 
 
www.twitter.com/stirlingpol   www.twitter.com/policescotland 
 
 
 
 

 
 


